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THE REJUVENATION OT THE JEW. 

BY THE REV. DR. H. PEREIRA MENDES. 



" Beyond belief," all will say "that aught in nature can exist 
unless it performs the function assigned to it in nature's econ- 
omy." If anything lives, it follows that it is performing its 
function. For failure to do so means decay and death. The 
laws that obtain in the material world, obtain with equal force in 
the domain of things spiritual. The Jew still exists. He must 
be performing some function. History attests that it is rather 
spiritual than material. There is no decay or death in it. And 
since in nature nothing is wasted, but everything is utilized, 
transmuted, and invested with new powers, new life, let us look 
for the same miracle in the world-story of the Jew. 

Cymri, Britons, Saxons, Danes, Normans have in England 
been transmuted into Englishmen. They live with new powers, 
new life, in the people whose restless spirit has won such victo- 
ries in peace and war, whose enterprise ploughs .distant seas and 
founds empires in erst unknown.lands. 

The wild tribes that roamed German forests, and hurled 
back Rome's legions in defeat and extermination in the Teuto- 
burg wood, have to-day become crystallized into the nation whose 
wonderful strides towards commercial world-supremacy astonish 
and win admiration. Where great rivers for centuries deposited 
slime amid ocean's sand-banks some " wretched ichthyophagi " 
wrestled with nature, forced back the wild sea, drained the 
swamps, and birthed the great Dutch nation, whose beggars of 
Brederode in the Calenberg mansion one April night began 
the grand fight against the edicts of Philip and the Inquisition. 
Her warriors broke Spain's pride, her seamen all but made her 
queen of the seas, and her people to-day stand exemplars of 
sturdy independence, industry, and simplicity. 
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And does not this great country of the United States show 
similar transmutation of races and the resultant new powers, 
new life, which make her a young giant destined to write a 
deathless name on the scroll of history ? 

Yet England and Germany, Holland and the United States 
have of themselves benefited the world but materially. What- 
ever benefit of a spiritual nature they have conferred upon 
humanity has been simply the conversion of savages to the 
religion and the ideals of the Semite, not of the Aryan. Their 
spiritual achievements have been but to spread over the earth a 
book called the Bible, which was written by Jews, and the teach- 
ings of Jesus, who was himself a Jew. 

On the other hand, from the days when King Arthur ruled, or 
Varro lost his legions ; from the day the races of the Scheldt and 
Meuse first fought the elements, and Icelanders first saw " Green- 
land's icy mountains" — and for how many ages before these 
events ! — the Jew existed, separate, watching, suffering, hoping — 
always hoping ! Was he, is he, simply an abnormality of nature ? 
Did he have, has he, no function to perform ? True, his blood has 
mixed with all nations ; from the days of the Hebrew woman who 
married a Tyrian, and whose son "came to King Solomon and 
wrought all his work"; from the days when the prophet Joel 
thundering his charge against Tyre and Sidon, those great seaports 
of antiquity, exclaimed, " The children also of Judah and Jeru- 
salem have ye sold unto the Grecians," even to the present day, 
when trace of Jewish blood is found in many a family, especially 
of the aristocracy. But as a nation he has remained, and he still 
remains, separate and distinct. Is it a result of human agency, 
or has a Power invisible and invincible so willed it ? His own 
law-book tells the Jew : " Ye shall be holy for Me, for I the 
Eternal am holy, and I have severed you from the peoples that ye 
should be Mine."* 

His victories have been but partly material. He has shown 
himself time and again endowed with the powers of mind to win 
renown as merchant or as scholar. He helped the Moor, if indeed 
he did not often teach him, to light for Christian students their 
torches of learning whose gleams dispelled the dark ages. His 
sons were in the following of Columbus, and if late research be 
true, it was a Jew and not Queen Isabel who supplied that navi- 

* Lev. xx. 26. 
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gator with funds for his great voyage. Certainly they helped 
Vasco da Gama. Certainly it was Behaim, aided by Koderigo 
and Joseph, who in 1480 invented the astrolabe. And equally 
certain it is that in modern enterprise the sons of the Hebrew 
are among the earliest settlers in African, Australian, and Ameri- 
can wilds. 

But his chief victories, his noblest victories, have been spir- 
itual. The book and the teachings moBt loved, and most cher- 
ished, and most honored by modern civilization are the book and 
the teachings already referred to — the Book of the Jew, and the 
teachings of the Jew. 

And now the most wonderful fact confronts us, a fact before 
which his past victories almost pale. This ancient nation, old 
when every modern nation was born, is becoming invested with 
new powers, new life, new youth. It is impossible not to see the 
signs. The process of his regeneration may have been slow, or 
may seem to have been slow, to us who are living at the 
moment of his apparent rejuvenation. It is some two hun- 
dred and fifty years since England opened her doors to him. 
It is a hundred years since Prance declared his equality. 
In the rest of Europe, and even in this country, liberties 
have been but slowly yielded to him. The revolution of 1848 did 
much for him. The fight for rights in England was won at last, 
though not half a century has passed since the House of Com- 
mons opened to him the portals of its historic hall. Two hun- 
dred and fifty years ! What are two and three hundred years to 
a race whose history counts years by the thousand ? 

During this quarter of a millennium, the Jew has been slowly 
gathering strength. Strange to say, it was a hostile act which 
first demonstrated his inherent vitality and proved his re- 
juvenescence. The hostile act was the abduction of young Mor- 
tara. The Jewish world was thrilled by the outrage. Anglo- 
Jewish, Franco-Jewish, and German-Jewish indignation was 
echoed by American-Jewish protest, and the sympathetic meet- 
ings, speeches, articles, and resolutions told the Jewish race 
throughout the wide world that the scattered nation had but one 
national heart, and that the life-blood as it pulsed in the old world 
or in the new was as healthy and vivific as ever. 

The practical result was the organization of the Jews in the 
great countries. France took the lead by founding the Alliance 
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Israelite Universelle, with which is identified forever the name 
of Cremieux — the same Cremieux in whose hands France herself 
reposed such sacred national trusts a few years later. England 
followed, with its Anglo-Jewish Association, Germany with its 
Allianz, and the United States with its Board of Delegates. 

These societies watch Jewish rights, and when occasion arises 
they use the regular channels of interference through the gov- 
ernments of the countries of their adoption ; witness the action of 
the Berlin Conference in connection with Eoumania and her treat- 
ment of her Hebrew population. They attempt the champion- 
ship of the oppressed Jews throughout the world, and endeavor 
to ameliorate their lot. Their vigilance is ceaseless. Within the 
last few weeks the good offices of this government have, upon rep- 
resentation of one of these societies, been exercised on behalf of 
Hebrews exposed to religious persecution in the land of the Shah. 
They form by means of their committees a ready means for 
joint action in any emergency ; and just as they supplied ready 
material of skilled brains to guide the awful exodus from Eussia 
fifteen years ago, they stand ready at an hour's notice to organize 
in order to grapple unitedly with any problem affecting their race. 

Noble as is all this work, yet nobler is their educational 
effort. 

They support schools from the West coast of Africa to the 
distant East, wherein boys and girls are caught in the most 
approved methods by trained teachers. I doubt if the Christian 
world is even aware of this activity. Perhaps the best way to 
show the enormous work thus attempted, and indeed accom- 
plished, will be to present a list of the schools supported by the 
" Alliance." 
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Location. 
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In Paris the Alliance supports a preparatory school for boys, 42 in- 
mates. Four years make a course, with professors of Hebrew, French, 
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Spanish, literature and diction, history, geography, mathematics, physical 
and natural science, writing, drawing, singing and gymnastics. There is 
also preparatory instruction for twenty students. 

In Jaffa the Alliance supports an agricultural school which has 104 
pupils, who receive a thorough course in scientific and practical farming, 
vine culture, etc.; and, finally, the Alliance maintains a farm school at Djed- 
lida, near Tunis, where eighteen young men receive farming education. 

Total expenses, 803,043 fr. 10 centimes. Boys' schools, 51; girls' schools, 
27; " Ecoles matemelles,'" 2. Number of pupils, 18,100. 

The Anglo-Jewish association subsidizes some of its work, 
but supports schools in English possessions besides. In addition to 
these " Pan- Jewish" organizations — Pan- Jewish because the 
Alliance of France has branches in most countries of the world 
from Turkey to Brazil, and subscriptions from Shanghai to 
Chicago, while the Anglo-Jewish association has branches in all 
countries under the British flag, from Canada to India — the 
Jewish communities in the great countries of the world are or- 
ganized religiously, either under their own auspices, as in Eng- 
land, or under government auspices, as in France. In the United 
States, only the Reform-Jews are organized, but it is doubtful if 
they count 100,000 adherents out of the possibly 750,000 He- 
brews in this country. 

A further and remarkable evidence of the " Hebrew stock," 
as Washington terms it in one of his happy letters, becoming en- 
dowed with new life, is the creation of such societies as the 
Hoveve Zion (Lovers of Zion) and 8hoveve Zion (Returners to 
Zion). 

These societies also have branches in various countries. Their 
object is, chiefly, colonization of Palestine by forming agricultural 
settlements. Since 1881 over twenty colonies have been founded 
by various enterprises other than these societies. The founders 
had to learn by experience, and many would have sunk in the 
morass of failure but for the help of Baron Edmund de Roths- 
child of Paris. Now, they are practically successful, and their 
products, wine, soap and honey, are for sale in this country. 

Colonization in Palestine has received an undoubted impetus 
through the failure of such attempts here. A new attempt is now 
being made in Salinas Valley, 118 miles from San Francisco. It 
is under the leadership of M. Ephraim Deinard, a scholar of wide 
repute, but no agrioulturist. The American Hebrew of July 16 
remarks : 

" We hope that they will meet with success ; we sincerely trust that 
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they will prove the exception in the long list of colonies that have been 
started west of the Alleghanies in the past fifteen years. We cannot bnt 
fear, however, that it starts under very poor auspices, for experience is a 
wise though costly teacher, and sad experience advises against colonization. 
All of the colonies thus far planted, barring only Alliance and Woodbine, 
have been so many sink-holes, in whose preparation valuable time and 
energy have been spent, and in whose depths has disappeared all the money 
given by willing hands and hearts, anxious to prove by their deeds their 
faith in the regeneration of the Russian Jew through agriculture. Most of 
these attempts at colonization have not left even a surviving farmer." 

One of the results of the present rejuvenation of the Jew is 
that the same time and energy would again he as cheerfully given, 
and willing hands and willing hearts would as cheerfully contrib- 
ute, to any movement to better the condition of any Hebrews sub- 
jected to sufferings. 

Now comes the attempt to harmonize or concentrate some of 
these movements attending the rejuvenation. A new word has 
been created to describe it and its aims. It is " Zionism." As 
Mr. Rosenberg, for some time president of the New York branch 
of the Hoveve Zion puts it: 

" Zionism, under the pressure of Russian persecution and European anti- 
Semitism, has grown into a movement in which both spiritual and temporal 
forces largely join in intensifying its momentum and gaining for it an ever-in- 
creasing adherence among the intellectually and religiously cultured ele- 
ment of civilized Europe. ... To lift up this practical work of coloniza- 
tion from its philanthropic nursery, to pave the way for a more rousing and 
effective agitation of the cause everywhere, to better organize and unify 
with one another the various societies, associations, clubs or other bodies 
having Zionistic tendencies or objects, to centralize the scattered, disunited 
forces of the movement, and to give them unity of purpose, aim and direc- 
tion—this is what the Munich congress is expected to accomplish, or, at 
least, to compass." 

This congress was held in August, in Basle, not Munich. 

It is a sign of the times, and of extreme importance in the story 
of Jewish rejuvenation. Many Hebrews favor it. Some oppose 
it. The two reasons for opposition may well be mentioned. 

The first is because it is identified wiuii Dr. Hertzl, of Vienna, 
a Zionist, who considers that the Hebrews should obtain Pales- 
tine by purchase, and who is said to have peculiar ideas in social 
economics. 

The second reason is, because it is thought that any attempt 
of Zionism to achieve the creation of a Jewish state must create 
doubts of Jewish patriotism in the land of adoption or present 
residence. The first objection does not concern us, except to re- 
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mark that the prophet's " not by money shall ye be redeemed " is 
considered answer enough to Dr. Hertzl's proposition, and as for 
social economics Judaism does not favor any disturbing idea 
therein. The second objection is more important, but it dis- 
appears when the question of a Jewish state is rightly understood. 

The creation of a Jewish state, or the restoration of Palestine 
to the Hebrews, looked forward to by Jew and Gentile alike, is 
to be achieved on lines announced by the Bible, the sole source 
for the Hebrew's hope and for the Christian's expectation in this 
connection. 

It is to be brought about by joint action of the Great 
Powers. "Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles 
and set up my standard unto peoples, and they shall bring thy 
sons in their arms and thy daughters shall be carried upon their 
shoulders. And kings shall be thy nourishers and their prin- 
cesses thy nursing mothers." It is to be effected as a measure of 
justice and righteousness. " Zion shall be redeemed as aD act of 
justice, and her captives by righteousness." 

Though some Hebrews will settle in Palestine from sentiment 
and because of its recognized commercial importance by reason of 
geographical situation, yet other Hebrews are expected to remain 
in other lands. "And their seed shall be known among the Gen- 
tiles and their offspring in the midst of peoples. And I will sow 
them among the peoples, and in places afar off they shall remem- 
ber Me." 

These Hebrews in other lands ^will owe no duty to Palestine 
which can in any way clash with their duty to the country of 
their adoption. For Palestine can exact only spiritual loyalty. 
She will have no temporal aspirations beyond her well-defined 
borders, " from the river of Egypt to the Euphrates." She will 
have no possessions, no colonies in any other part of the w.orld; 
and therefore no Monroe doctrine can ever affect her. Her 
children in other countries will know that she claims no temporal 
power. Hence, even as Catholics in all countries can be, and 
are, good citizens in the land of their adoption, the Hebrews can 
be, are, and will be equally good citizens. They will even be 
more free than Catholics from any imputation upon the sincerity 
of their citizenship, since they never will have any head who, 
while claiming spiritual loyalty, can claim temporal power out- 
side Palestine's borders. 
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True, the powers may seek arbitration at Zion, even as 
to-day they seek arbitration from a King of Sweden, a King of 
Belgium, or a President of Switzerland, because those countries 
are surely disinterested. But this will be but a further fulfil- 
ment of Bible ideal, when "many people shall go and say, Come 
ye and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, . . . and 
He will teach us of His ways and we will walk in His paths, for 
out of Zion shall go forth Law, and the word of the Law from 
Jerusalem. And He shall judge among nations and shall rebuke 
many peoples. And they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks ; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more." 

The abolition of war and the substitution of arbitration is a 
consummation devoutly to be wished for. 

The orthodox, or Bible Jews, say that when, at the giving 
of the law on Mount Sinai, they were ordained "a kingdom of 
priests," it meant that they were to minister to the spiritual wants 
of God's other children, in whose midst they must therefore 
necessarily live, and in contact with whom they must logically be. 
Hence, the orthodox Jews pray for restoration, knowing that in 
the restoration to Palestine all mankind, and not the Jew alone, 
will be benefited, and many of the Reform Jews, all the best 
minds among them, wish this restoration also. Yet let it be 
said that there are some Reform-Jews who do not believe in the 
restoration. But then there were some Hebrews who blamed 
Moses for taking them out of Egypt ! 

Before summing up, there is one other observation to make. 
It is that in England and America two parties have sprung up of 
some significance ; the one is "Young Anglo- Jewish," the other 
is " Young American- Jewish." The former is called " The Mac- 
cabees " — name indicative of sacrifice, energy, effort for the pre- 
servation of Judaism's holiest interests ; the latter is called/' The 
Judeans" — name indicative of identification with those same 
interests. Both are composed of the brainiest young men ; and 
where youth moves, especially youth animated by high ideals, 
much may be expected. 

Here, then, we find organized in every way the race which has 
given in onr own day such brains in statesmanship as Beaconsfield 
to England, Oremieux to Prance, Lasker to Germany, Rothschild 
in finance, Hirsch in enterprise, Jessel in jurisprudence, Sylvester 
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in mathematics. And this race existed, organized, vivific, ages 
before the great nations of to-day had birth. Its great temple was 
built, its psalmists had sung, its prophets had preached noble 
ideals before Kemus leaped the walls of Eome, and before the Olym- 
pian games were ever contested. It has been subjected to treat- 
ment enough to crush the life out of any nation not endowed 
with more than human attributes. It lives to-day, not at all de- 
crepit, not at all weak. It is younger that ever, if youth means 
strength, energy, and wild, impetuous love for what is good and 
beautiful. It is stronger than ever, for it has the strength born 
of experience. Shall there be, can there be, no future for such 
a race ? There must be. And if the chief theatre of this future 
shall be Palestine, and in that future " all the families of earth 
shall be blessed," what will it be but the fulfilment of the old 
promise to Abraham ? 

Italy has been reborn. Old France died and new France lives, 
far more vigorous than of yore. England exists anew, .greater, 
stronger, and nobler, by reason of her new empires fringing every 
ocean. Germany, revived, now treads the stage of history with 
grander force than ever. It would be no miracle if Palestine 
lived again, and from the hills of Judea were again wafted teach- 
ings, thoughts, ideals, parables, to lift man spiritually. So to 
lift man is the function of the Jew. For that he has lived ; for 
that he puts forth the signs of rejuvenescence. 

Do we need proof that he has no thought of selfishness, but 
thinks only of mankind's weal ? We will find it in prayers which 
he has been saying for so many centuries, on the most sacred days 
each year, yes, and on every day. Eemembering that prayer means 
man's confidential communion with his God, well can we believe 
that what we quote voices the inmost thought of the Jewish 
heart : 

""We hope in Thee ... to establish the world for Thy 
Kingdom ; and may all mankind call on Thy Name, to turn all 
the wicked of Earth to Thee . . . when to Thee every knee shall 
bend and every tongue swear allegiance." "Iniquity shall close 
its mouth and wickedness shall vanish like smoke ... 
instil reverence of Thee upon all Thy works ... let all 
make one united band to perform Thy will with a perfect heart" 
. . , May not the whole world answer, " Amen ?" 

H. Pebbiba Mendes. 



